Dear Ms. Enerson

Thank you for the statenment nmade on your behal f by
M. Lloyd Smth before the M ssissippi R ver Comm ssion during
the public neeting held in Tiptonville, Tennessee, on August 18,
2003. In your statenment you expressed appreciation to the
staffs of the Menphis District and the M ssissippi Valley
Division (MD) for their negotiation of a settlenent on the St.
Johns Bayou and New Madrid Fl oodway project. You al so expressed
great concern over the recent decision to change seasonal flows
on the Mssouri River, especially since the Endangered Species
Act was used to make that deci sion.

The Conmi ssion al so appreciates the work of the staffs of
Menphis District and WD who worked with | ocal and state
interests to resolve issues and negotiate a settlenent that |ed
to the issuance of Water Quality Certification on the St. Johns-—
New Madrid project. Such an achievenent woul d not have occurred
wi t hout the collaboration, teamwrk, and persistence of
Congressional, Corps, local, state, and other Federal team
menbers. The M ssissippi Valley D vision conpleted the review
of the project docunentation and the Record of Decision was
si gned on August 25, 2003. This conpletes the requirenents of
the National Environnmental Policy Act and clears the way for
noving forward to construction. As you know, a dedication and
Proj ect Cooperation Agreenent anendnent signing cerenony is
schedul ed to take place on Cctober 10, 2003.



We concur in your assessnent that changes in the flow of
the Mssouri River may have an inpact not only on that river
system but also on the mddle Mssissippi River Valley. The
Comm ssion and its staff, along with local interests, continue
to provide input to the Northwestern Division on the inpact of
M ssouri River operation changes to the M ssissippi R ver.

The Conm ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and w | |
be pleased to hear fromyou or your staff at our future public
nmeet i ngs.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



