Dear M. Duyvejonck:

Thank you for your comments before the M ssissippi R ver
Commi ssi on during the public neeting held in Davenport, |owa,
on August 13, 2002. In your presentation and handouts you
described the Upper M ssissippi R ver Conservation Conmttee
(UVMRCC) report describing habitat objectives and cost estinates
to achieve a desired | evel of ecosystemintegrity of the Upper
M ssi ssippi River System (UVRS). Whiile the Corps has not
reviewed the objectives and estimtes contained in the report
and therefore neither endorses nor rejects their accuracy, we
appl aud the effort that has produced the report and | ook
forward to its contribution to the decisions faced by Congress.

The col |l aborative and vertically integrated institutiona
arrangenents created during the recent restructuring and
devel opnent of the interimreport for the Upper M ssissipp
River and Illinois Waterway (UVM I WN System Navi gati on Study
continue to serve as a shining exanple of multi-agency and
mul ti-disciplinary teammork. The comrtnent, expertise, and
contributions of our many partner agencies and stakehol ders have
greatly enhanced the planning and eval uati on process. The Corps
is conmtted to further strengthening this new foundation of
col l aboration in the conpletion of the feasibility study and
i npl enmentation of the resulting recommendations. Over the
com ng nonths and years, the Corps will continue to seek
opportuniti es and approaches for |everaging the authorities

and prograns of all the Federal and state agencies involved in
t he managenent of the UVRS. Leveragi ng and col |l aboration are
essential to ensuring the attainnment of our nutual goals for

| ong-term econom c, social, and environnmental sustainability of
t he UVRS.

Thank you again for your presentation before the
Conmmi ssion. W appreciate the continued dedi cation and
contributions provided by your |ocal, regional, and nationa
US. Fish and Wldlife staff in dealing with the nultitude
of chal |l enges and opportunities associated with the UVR- I WV



System Navi gati on Study. W appreciate your concern, support,
and interest in the viability, health, and sustainability of the
UVRS and | ook forward to our continued collaborative working

rel ati onshi p.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Conm ssi on



