Dear Senator Dupre:

Thank you for your presentation during the M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion public neeting held in Houma, Louisiana, on
August 23, 2002. In your statenent you di scussed coast al
restoration, flood protection, and infrastructure. You also
menti oned the Corps’ role as the primry Federal agency
assisting |local governnment in each area.

The New Orleans District, in conjunction with the Louisiana
Department of Natural Resources as the sponsor, is currently
conpleting feasibility studies for two conponent projects of the
Loui si ana Coastal Area Conprehensive Plan. Draft feasibility
reports for the Barataria Basin Wetland Creation and Restoration
Study and the Barataria Basin Barrier Shoreline Restoration are
neari ng conpletion, and the final reports will be finished on a
schedule that will allow these projects to be considered for
aut horization in a potential 2004 Water Resources Devel opnent
Act .

The Conmi ssion is aware of and encouraged by the degree of
community support for the Mdrganza to the Qulf of Mexico project
that is evidenced by the passage of a $3.6 million |ocal tax
i ssue by the voters of Terrebonne Parish. The Modrganza to the
Qul f of Mexico Feasibility Study is conplete. The Chief of
Engi neers’ report was signed on August 23, 2002. The Nationa
Econom ¢ Devel opnent plan providing a 100-year |evel of
protection has been selected as the recomended plan. The Pre-
construction Engi neering and Design phase for |evees and
fl oodgates is underway. Work is progressing on the Project
Managenent Plan. The first construction contract is schedul ed
for award in Fiscal Year 2005, pendi ng Congressi onal
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aut hori zation, appropriation of funds for construction, and
execution of a Project Cooperation Agreenent.

The Corps is evaluating the feasibility of deepening the
Hounma Navi gation Canal to a 20-foot nom nal depth. Prelimnary
cal cul ations indicate that the deepening is economcally
justified. You will be provided an opportunity to review and
comment on the reconmended plan before it is finalized and
forwarded to the U.S. Arnmy Corps of Engineers Headquarters next



year for approval. W are also developing a cost estimte for
the Geater Lafourche Port Conmm ssion for a 50-foot access
channel to Port Fourchon via Belle Pass. The Port GComm ssion
may use this estimate as a basis for determ ning whether to
pursue a feasibility study of deepening the existing 24-foot
channel that was conpleted in 2000.

In 1990 the Corps of Engineers and the Environnent al
Protection Agency signed a Menorandum of Agreenent (MJA) on the
mtigation requirenments of the Section 404(b) (1) Guidelines.
The MOA established the "sequence"” of avoiding and mnim zing
i mpacts first, then conpensating (restoring, constructing,
enhancing, or, in sonme instances, preserving wetlands) for
wet | and | osses caused by permt issuance. Since 1992 it has
al so been the policy of the Executive Branch that there is a
goal of no-net-loss of wetland functions and val ues |lost as a
result of permt issuance. Although the hurricane evacuation/
four-lane transportation corridor project that you nentioned is
| audabl e, the requirenents for conpensation cannot be waived.

The Conm ssi on appreciates the support, cooperation, and
assi stance provided by the State of Louisiana. W welcone your
comments and | ook forward to hearing fromyou at our future
public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



