Dear M. Downer:

Thank you for your comments during the M ssissippi R ver
Commi ssi on public neeting in Houma, Louisiana, on August 23,
2002. In your statenent you expressed support for the flood
protection and ecosystemrestoration efforts in south Louisiana.
Specifically, you expressed support for the Mdorganza to the Qulf
of Mexico Hurricane Protection project and the Coast 2050 or
Loui si ana Coastal Area (LCA) initiative. You also noted the
hi gh degree of community support and requested the Conm ssion’s
conti nued support for these projects.

The Conmi ssion is aware of and encouraged by the degree of
support for the Mdirganza to the Qulf of Mexico project that is
evi denced by the passage of a $3.6 million |ocal tax issue by
the voters of Terrebonne Parish. The Mrganza to the Gulf of
Mexi co Feasibility Study is conplete. The Chief of Engineers’
report was signed on August 23, 2002. The National Econom c
Devel opnent plan providing a 100-year |evel of protection has
been sel ected as the recommended plan. The Pre-construction
Engi neeri ng and Desi gn phase for |evees and fl oodgates is
underway. The first construction contract is schedul ed for
award in Fiscal Year 2005, pending Congressional authorization,
appropriation of funds for construction, and execution of a
Proj ect Cooperation Agreenent. The Conmi ssion will continue to
support this project as directed by Congress.

The New Orleans District, in conjunction with the Louisiana
Department of Natural Resources as the sponsor, is currently
conpleting feasibility studies for two conponent projects of the
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LCA Conprehensive Plan. Draft feasibility reports for the
Barataria Basin Wetland Creation and Restoration Study and the
Barataria Basin Barrier Shoreline Restoration are nearing
conpletion, and the final reports will be finished on a schedul e
that will allow these projects to be considered for

aut horization in a potential 2004 Water Resources Devel opnent
Act .

Thank you again for your participation in our nmeeting. The
Comm ssi on appreci ates receiving your conments and | ooks forward
to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.



Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



