Dear M. Downer:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi R ver
Conmi ssion during the public neeting held in Morgan Gty, Louisiana,
on August 22, 2003. In your statenment you expressed support for
hurri cane protection and ecosystemrestoration efforts in south
Loui siana. Specifically, you expressed support for the Coast 2050
or Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) initiative. You also noted the high
degree of community support, and you requested the Comm ssion’s
conti nued support for these projects.

The Commi ssion appreciates your support for the LCA and ot her
| arge-scal e restoration projects. The New Orleans District continues
to work closely with the State of Louisiana to devel op conprehensive
solutions to restore and protect the natural and human environnent
and create a sustai nabl e ecosystem for coastal Louisiana. The purpose
of the LCA Conprehensive Coastw de Ecosystem Restoration Study is to
identify and explore |ong-range, | arge-scale ecosystemrestoration
plans to restore and protect coastal Louisiana. The LCA study is
schedul ed for conpletion in June 2004, which would nake it eligible
for inclusion in the 2004 Water Resources Devel opnent Act. The
Conmi ssion will continue to support these projects as directed by
Congr ess.

The Commi ssi on appreciates receiving your comments and | ooks
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssion



