
Dear Mr. Dowdy: 
 
 Thank you for your presentation before the Mississippi 
River Commission during the public meeting held in Tiptonville, 
Tennessee, on August 19, 2002.  In your statement you discussed 
(a) funding, capability, and the use of funds in the St. Francis 
Basin maintenance project; (b) needed reconnaissance of the 
Castor River; (c) the annual herbicide program; and (d) Memphis 
District’s contracting and flood-fight efforts. 
  

The Commission recognizes your concerns about annual 
funding levels of the St. Francis Basin maintenance project.   
We appreciate your efforts and those of your board in securing 
additional funding for the project.  The Corps will continue to 
efficiently execute work in the St. Francis Basin to the extent 
funding and priority permit.   
 

In regard to your request for reconnaissance work on     
the Castor River, the Memphis District has reviewed the Fiscal   
Year 2002 aerial video of this channel.  As a follow-up to   
this review, surveys and a hydraulic analysis of this channel 
have been ordered.  The hydraulic analysis is scheduled to     
be completed in the late spring or early summer of 2003.  The 
Memphis District will advise you of those results.  
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The Memphis District currently has a multi-year indefinite 

delivery, indefinite quantity aerial herbicide contract.  A 
delivery order has been issued, and aerial application of 
herbicide should begin in mid-September.  The District will 
continue to execute this program to the extent funding and 
priority permit. 

 
We appreciate your kind remarks regarding the Memphis 

District’s efforts in being able to advertise and award 
contracts for needed work in southeastern Missouri when funding 
was made available this fiscal year and also the District’s 
flood-fight work during this past spring.  
 



 Thank you again for your presentation.  The Commission 
appreciates receiving your comments and will be pleased to   
hear from you at our future public meetings. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
                              Don T. Riley 
                              Brigadier General, U.S. Army 
                              President Designee, Mississippi 
                                River Commission 


