Dear M. Dowdy:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Menphis,
Tennessee, on August 20, 2001. In your fornal statenent you
di scussed (a) annual funding for the St. Francis Basin project;
(b) adherence to the St. Francis Basin Maintenance 5- Year Master
Plan; (c) the brush control program (d) investigation and
surveys downstream of the Arkansas/M ssouri state line; (e)
opposition to all eged delay of projects by environnental groups;
(f) extension of the St. Francis Basin project; and (g) the
public affairs strategy of the Corps of Engineers.

The Commi ssion recogni zes your concerns regardi ng annual
funding levels of the St. Francis Basin Mai ntenance project.
We acknow edge funding levels in the President’s budget request
are generally not sufficient to effectively maintain this
project. As a result, the backlog of mmintenance itens is
i ncreasing. Funding for this project conpetes with funding
for other studies and projects under the M ssissippi River and
Tributaries appropriation. Funding decisions for specific
proj ects and studies are based on relative need and priority
of work in the |lower M ssissippi River valley. The Comn ssion,
its staff, and the staff of the Menphis District will continue
to work with you and ot her organi zati ons to provi de professional
and specific information relative to the value of water
resources investments to the nation.



In regard to adherence to the St. Francis Basin 5-Year
Master Plan, the Menphis District will continue to work this
program and execute needed mai nt enance based on avail abl e
funding and relative priority of work.

The Menphis District inspects channels each year in the St.
Francis Basin project to identify brush kill results and areas
that need herbicide application. The District is preparing to
award a 5-Year Indefinite Delivery/lndefinite Quantity contract
for application of herbicides along ditch banks. A simlar
contract was initiated 5 years ago and has been conpl et ed.

The Menphis District is continuing to investigate the
performance of the conpleted flood control inprovenents in the
vicinity of Lower Belle Fountain and State Line outlet ditches
i n sout heast M ssouri and northeast Arkansas as funding and
other priorities permt. The investigations also include the
effects of the Riverval e Fl oodway on drai nage conditions in the
ar ea.

The Conmi ssion recogni zes your concerns regardi ng del ays
to projects and construction of particular itens of work as a
result of alleged actions on the part of environnental agencies
and interest groups. Unfortunately, delays do occur to Corps
studies and projects for a variety of reasons. W do not
believe that it is accurate or constructive to place the bl ane
for delays on any particular interest group. The Corps is
required to fornmul ate and eval uate proposed projects in
accordance with the 1983 Econom ¢ and Environnental Principles
and Guidelines for Water and Rel ated Land Resources | npl enent a-
tion Studies (P& . The P&G and ot her | aws and policies,
particularly the National Environnental Policy Act, call for
the Corps to develop alternatives that are sensitive to nany
different conpeting interests and desires. W believe that
the Corps' planning process ultimately results in recomended
studi es and projects that best serve the nation and neet the
needs of all stakehol ders. However, we continue to | ook for
ways to i nprove our coordination with all stakehol ders,
particularly the environnental interests, throughout all phases
of our projects in an effort to mnimze and hopefully preclude
del ays to conpleting projects.



The Menmphis District staff will contact you regarding
the extension of the St. Francis Basin project and provide
the information you need related to this natter.

The Conmmi ssi on acknow edges your concern regarding the
| ack of positive news coverage about the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers. Public affairs offices throughout the Corps, to
include the M ssissippi Valley Division, do an adm rable job
of providing local, regional, and national nedia outlets with
press rel eases, fact sheets, story ideas, web page updates, and
interviews. However, the Corps of Engineers is prohibited from
buyi ng advertising, and we do not control what the nedia chooses
to cover. Although it appears that national nedia outlets do
not cover Corps issues unless controversial, |ocal and regional
publications do routinely publish information about the Corps'
progranms, projects, and people. The Corps is commtted to
continue to work hard to get positive stories to the public
through the nedia. W wll also continue to naintain project
websites to provide the public a nore bal anced and objective
vi ew of Corps projects.

Thank you again for your presentation. The Comm ssion
appreci ates receiving your conmments and | ooks forward to hearing
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssipp
Ri ver Comm ssion



