Dear Mayor Ditto:

Thank you for the statenment filed for the record of the
M ssi ssi ppi R ver Comm ssion public neeting in Cairo, Illinois
on March 4, 2002. In your statenent you stressed the inportance
of the St. Johns Bayou and New Madrid Fl oodway fl ood control
project to the econom c devel opnent of East Prairie. You also
expressed concern about the city’'s ability to provide adequate
police and energency services during floods.

The Corps of Engi neers and the Conm ssion understand the
i npact flooding has on the lives and livelihood of residents in
East Prairie, Pinhook, and adjacent rural areas. W recognize
your efforts and those of other area | eaders and residents to
make |ife better for those who live and work in the area.

The Menphis District is currently evaluating comments
received from public coordination of the Draft Suppl enental
Environnental |npact Statenent (SEIS). The District is now
preparing the revised Final SEIS and plans to file the SEIS with
the Environnental Protection Agency early this sunmer, which
will begin a 30-day state and agency review. At this tine, the
Menphis District will also request water quality certification
fromthe state of Mssouri for the preferred plan. A Record of
Deci sion (ROD) could be signed after the 30-day state and agency
review of the Final SEI'S and consideration of comments received
during that review. Signing of the ROD, along with water
quality certification, would conplete the requirenents for
conpliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and clear
the way for construction on the project to be resuned.
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The Conm ssion appreciates receiving your views and will be
pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold

Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

President, M ssissippi River
Conmi ssi on






