Dear M. Daigle:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Mdirgan Cty,
Loui si ana,
on August 23, 2001. |In your statenent you discussed the issue
of “hypoxia” and record size of the “dead zone” in the Gulf of
Mexi co.

The Corps of Engi neers acknow edges your concerns of the
hypoxi c conditions in the northern Gulf of Mexico. The
Loui siana Universities Marine Consortium in its press rel ease
of July 26, 2001, noted your observation about the | argest
hypoxi ¢ zone to date. The Action Plan report for reducing,
mtigating, and controlling hypoxia was presented to Congress by
the Environnmental Protection Agency in January 2001. This plan
calls for the Corps to carry out a reconnai ssance-|evel study
of potential nutrient reduction actions that coul d be achi eved
by nodi fyi ng Corps projects or project operations.
Congressional authorization and funding are necessary to enabl e
the Corps to acconplish the study. Nevertheless, the Corps is
i ncreasingly taking the hypoxia probleminto account as it nakes
pl ans for future work throughout the M ssissippi and Atchafal aya
Ri ver basins and in the central Gulf Coast region.

As you know, the Corps is participating in nost if not al
M ssi ssi ppi River Basin Alliance regional sessions. For your
information, | will personally attend and be on the panel at the
St. Louis neeting on QOctober 20.

Thank you again for your coments to the Comm ssion. W
appreci ate receiving your views and wll be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier CGeneral, U S Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Commi ssi on



