Dear M. Daigle:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Mrgan Gty,
Loui si ana, on August 22, 2003.

We acknow edge your concerns about the hypoxic conditions
in the northern Gulf of Mexico. The Action Plan report for
reducing, mtigating, and controlling hypoxia was presented to
Congress by the Environnmental Protection Agency in January 2001.
This plan calls for the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers to carry
out a reconnai ssance-|evel study of potential nutrient reduction
actions that could be achi eved by nodifying projects or project
operations. Congressional authorization and funding are
necessary to enable the Corps to acconplish the study. The
Corps is taking the hypoxia probleminto account as it plans
future work throughout the M ssissippi and Atchafal aya R ver
basins and in the central Gulf Coast region.

The Corps is participating in nost, if not all, of the
M ssi ssippi River Basin Alliance regional sessions. W have
agreed to co-lead the Hypoxia Task Force Watershed Restoration
Wor kgroup. M. Omnen Dutt fromthe St. Louis District is our
representative. He shares the |eadership position with
Ms. Teresa Wwods fromthe U S. Fish and Wldlife Service.
M. Ceorge Dunlop fromthe O fice of the Assistant Secretary
of the Army (Civil Wrks) is our Task Force Menber. Pl ease
advi se himof any future neetings of the Lower Sub-Basin
Conmittee.

The Conm ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion



