Dear M. Curole:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmm ssion during the public neeting in New Ol eans
Loui siana, on April 11, 2003. W appreciate your comrents,
hi storical perspective, and illustrations show ng the
vul nerabilities of the hurricane protection systemfor south
Loui si ana.

We agree with your assessnent of the desperate need for
a conprehensive hurricane protection systemfor the area.
The New Oleans District will continue to work on the Hurricane
Protection study and coordi nate with your organization to
devel op effective solutions to prevent hurricane danmage and
di sruptions to the econony and wel | -being of the residents of
sout h Loui siana. The Mdrganza to the Gulf project will provide
hurri cane protection for the Terrebonne Basin. Currently, the
Donal dsonville to the Gulf project is in the feasibility study
phase. A nmjor objective of the study is to provide hurricane
protection for the Barataria Basin. |f both projects are
constructed, a major portion of the area in question will have
hurri cane protection. Oher projects, such as Lake
Pontchartrain and Vicinity and West Bank and Vicinity, wll
provi de protection for other |arge areas as wel |.

The draft post-authorization change report for the Leon
Theriot Lock is under review by our Headquarters in Washi ngton,
D.C. The New Oleans District is reviewng the bid package for
the pre-cast base structure and the design cal cul ations
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prepared by Picciola & Associates. The Engi neer Research and
Devel opnent Center is conpleting a nodel study to determ ne the
opti mum al i gnnent for the new fl oodgate, the chanber walls, and
the guide walls.

We understand the urgency in noving forward with the Leon
Theri ot Lock Post - Aut hori zati on Change. However, please be
aware that a non- Federal sponsor assunes certain risks when it
commences potentially creditable work (or awards a contract for
such work) prior to the approval of a project decision docunent
and execution of a cost-sharing agreenent with the Corps for
t he proposed sponsor work.



The Comm ssi on appreci ates receiving your views and | ooks
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssion



