Dear Ms. Coyne:

Thank you for your comments before the M ssissippi R ver
Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Davenport, |owa,
on August 13, 2002. In your statenent you expressed your
opposition to the construction of 1200-foot | ocks based on your
concerns for the environnental health of the Upper M ssissipp
Ri ver System (UVRS).

The m ssions of the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers have
evol ved over the years to address the changi ng needs of the
nati on and as directed by Congress, as have the ways of
acconplishing the mssion. Central to the water resource
m ssion is the goal to achi eve sustai nable comunities,
econom cs, and ecosystens. Meeting this goal requires the
Corps to bal ance the needs of flood control, navigation,
hydr opower, environnmental protection and restoration, and
t he managenent of natural resources.

Legi sl ati on passed in 1986 and 1990 establi shed
environnmental preservation and restoration as one of the
primary m ssions of Corps water resources projects. This
| egislation has allowed the nation to initiate environmental
activities to enhance or restore natural resources at Corps
projects. An exanple of an ongoing programto preserve and
restore critical habitats within and al ong the Upper M ssissipp
Ri ver Systemis the Environnmental Managenent Program This
program has been successful ; however, nore is needed to
stabilize and restore the river’s ecosystem The Corps is
wor ki ng closely with other Federal and state agencies and
environmental interests to define these additional needs as
part of the restructured navigation study. Additional
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informati on on the Environnental Managenent Program can be
found at http://ww. nvr.usace.arny. m|/EMP/ defaul t. htm

The Upper M ssissippi River and Illinois Waterway (UVR IVWN
System Navi gati on Study has been restructured to give equal
consideration of fish and wildlife resources and navi gation
i nprovenent planning consistent with recommendations fromthe
Nat i onal Research Council and the Federal Principals G oup
The restructured study will ensure the UMR-I WV system conti nues
to be a nationally significant ecosystemand a nationally



significant commercial navigation system as desi gnated by
Congress. The restructured study will address the navigation
efficiency needs of the UVR-1 WV the ongoing cunul ative effects
of navigation, and the ecosystemrestoration needs with a goa

of attaining an environnentally sustainabl e navigation system
An alternative for a 12-foot channel is not being considered in
this study. The full econom c and environmental eval uations
necessary to support a potential recommendation for construction
of navigation inprovenents and inplenentation of ecosystem
restoration neasures will be conpleted by October 2003. These
potential plans will be presented at a series of public neetings
begi nning in Cctober 2003 to gain public input prior to making a
final recommendation. The final feasibility report is currently
schedul ed for conpletion in 2004. For nore information and
details concerning the UMR | WV System Navi gati on Study, please
refer to the Rock Island District website at

http://ww2. nvr.usace.arny. m |l /unr-iwwsns/.

Thank you again for your presentation before the
Commi ssion. W appreciate your concern and interest in the
heal th and sustainability of the UVRS ecosystem and | ook forward
to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssipp
Ri ver Conmi ssion



