Dear Ms. Cohen:

Thank you for your statement filed for record during the
M ssi ssi ppi Ri ver Comm ssion public neeting held in St. Louis,
M ssouri, on August 15, 2003. |In your statenent you specifi -
cally addressed issues relative to the Confluence G eenway
proj ect.

Under the U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers Planning Assistance
to States (PAS) program many things can be studied. The types
of studies conducted in recent years include water supply and
demand, water quality issues, environnental conservation and
restoration, wetland eval uations, and fl ood damage reducti on.
The Conmi ssion is pleased that your organi zation was able to
utilize the PAS programto conplete the Chouteau Island master
pl an. The Comm ssion appreci ates your conti nued support of this
program and recognition of its continued fundi ng needs.

The Confluence G eenway project, which is being carried out
under Section 206 of the Continuing Authorities Program (CAP),
will assist in the inplenentation of the nmaster plan that
resulted fromthe PAS study. This is a showase for the CAP
programas its purpose is to restore the ecosystem of the area
in partnership with several state and | ocal governnent entities,
as well as several not-for-profit organizations. The project
wi Il provide habitat restoration in the greater St. Louis,

M ssouri, area and surrounding conmunities. This year, the

St. Louis District will continue the Planning and Desi gn

Anal ysis (PDA) phase that includes evaluating alternatives,

sel ecting the recommended plan, preparing the report, and

initiating plans and specifications. Pending availability of
-2-

funds, the District will conplete the PDA phase and initiate
construction in Fiscal Year 2004.

The Corps will continue to strive for inproving the
environnmental quality of river systens. W recognize your
desire for a programsimlar to the Mssouri River Navigation
Mtigation Programon the m ddle M ssissippi. Through our Upper
M ssi ssippi River System — Environnental Managenent Program we
have the authority to provide habitat rehabilitation and
enhancenent projects on the upper M ssissippi R ver anong the
Twin GCties in Mnnesota and the mouth of the Ohio River, the



[1linois Waterway, and small portions of tributaries that have
commer ci al navi gati on channel s.

The Commi ssi on understands that the state natural resource
agencies in Mssouri and Illinois and numerous non-gover nment
organi zations support legislation that clarifies existing
navi gati on authority under our Regul ati ng Wrks programto
protect fish and wildlife habitat as an integral part of the
navi gati on project.

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your cormments and wil |
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



