Dear M. Chauvi n:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Houma, Louisiana,
on August 23, 2002. In your statenent you di scussed the
Morganza to the Gulf project and, particularly, the Houna
Navi gati on Canal Lock feature.

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers is evaluating the
feasibility of deepening the Houma Navigation Canal to a 20-foot
nom nal depth. Prelimnary calculations indicate that the
deepening is economcally justified. You will be provided an
opportunity to review and comrent on the reconmended pl an before
it is finalized and forwarded to the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers Headquarters next year for approval.

As you are aware fromyour neeting with New Ol eans
District personnel on Septenber 5, 2002, alternatives are being
considered by the lock and fl oodgate designers to provide a
250-f oot horizontal clearance floodgate to accommobdate w der
vessels. Since the floodgate w ||l accommpdate vessel s needi ng
200-f oot cl earance, the plan selection process for an adjacent,
smal l er lock will consider 75-foot and 110-foot wi dths.

We appreci ate your support of this nmuch needed hurricane
protection project and assure you that we are proceeding with
pre-construction engineering and design efforts as rapidly as
possi ble. Construction of the Houma Navigation Canal Lock is
schedul ed to commence in June 2004 and on the levees in the nore
popul ated reaches of the project in June 2005. These schedul es
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are subject to Congressional authorization, appropriation of
funds for construction, and the execution of a Project
Cooperation Agreenent. Your continued support of this much
needed hurricane protection project is vital as we proceed to
the construction phase.

The Comm ssion appreciates receiving your views and | ooks
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley



Brigadier General, US. Arny
Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissi ppi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



