Dear M. Canada:

Thank you for your statenment before the M ssissippi River
Commi ssi on during the public neeting in Hel ena, Arkansas, on
April 3, 2001. In your statenent you discussed the water
resources problens in the Bayou Meto Basin and your desire
for project inplenentation.

The Conm ssion understands the critical groundwater
depl etion and flooding problens in the Bayou Meto Basin and
recogni zes the need for a solution to these and ot her water
resoures problens and opportunities. W are confident that by
wor ki ng together with the Bayou Meto Water Managenent District
and ot her Federal, state, and |local interests, that a plan of
i nprovenent can be devel oped to address the full spectrum of
wat er resources problens in the Bayou Meto Basin. However, as
you are probably aware, the President’s budget request for
Fi scal Year 2002 does not include any funding to conplete the
general reevaluation of the project. G ven the |arge backl og of
fundi ng needed to conplete construction projects already
underway, the budget focuses on conpleting these ongoing
proj ects.

The Conmm ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



