Dear Ms. Breckenridge:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Menphis,
Tennessee, on August 20, 2001. In your statenment you discussed
t he adverse inpact of flooding on the lives, property, and
livelihood of area residents. You al so discussed your
organi zation's support for the St. Johns Bayou and New Madrid
Fl oodway project and nentioned the roadbl ocks to the project’s
i npl enent ati on.

As you know, the Menphis District has devoted extensive
effort to the fornulation and eval uation of a bal anced fl ood
damage reduction plan that will mnimze or mtigate adverse
i npacts on natural resources. 1In the preparation of the revised
draft Suppl enmental Environnental I|npact Statenent, for exanpl e,
the District is investigating alternatives to further reduce
adverse inpacts on area wetlands and fishery habitat while
mai ntaining critical flood control.

We appreciate the |ocal input and support of the Corps
inits efforts to conply fully with the requirenents of the
Nat i onal Environnental Policy Act. W recognize the efforts
of your organi zation to address the social problens and needs
of area residents and your support of flood danage reduction
as a key ingredient for solving many of the econom c probl ens.



The Conmi ssion acknow edges your concern about the
roadbl ocks that have hindered the inplenmentation of the
St. Johns Bayou and New Madrid Fl oodway project. W continue
to work on ways to get the story out about Corps projects to
provi de a nore bal anced and objective view of our work and to
reduce the spread of m sconceptions and m srepresentations.

Thank you again for your presentation. The Comm ssion
appreci ates receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Commi ssi on



