Dear M. Brazel:

Thank you for your statement filed for the record before
the M ssissippi River Conm ssion during the public neeting in
Cairo, Illinois, on March 4, 2002. 1In your statenent you
di scussed the benefits of the recent |evee enlargenent, erosion
on the | evee side slopes and ranps, and mai nt enance
responsibilities of the relief well collector ditches.

The Conm ssi on appreciates your comments regarding the
benefits achieved by the | evee grade raise and section
enl argenment of the Commerce to Birds Point reach of the mainline
M ssi ssippi R ver Levee. Current plans are to have the
contractor repair erosion on the |evee slopes and ranps. 1In
addition, the contractor will be required to now the inproved
sections of the | evee as prescribed in his contract.

In regard to the mai ntenance of the relief well collector
ditches, the Menphis District is currently review ng the
authorities and policies regarding maintenance of these ditches
in the Mssissippi River Levees project. Features of the
M ssi ssi ppi River Levees project include over 3,000 mles of
| evees and associ ated berns, floodwalls, drainage structures,
relief wells, and relief well collector ditches in the Menphis,
Vi cksburg, and New Ol eans Districts. The application of
mai nt enance policies and authorities for | evees and ot her
features of |evees are generally consistent throughout all three
districts. The Menphis District will provide a solution that is
consistent with the policies established by |egislation and
followed by all districts within the Division. The Menphis
District is planning to neet wwth the | ocal sponsors (Levee
District No. 2 of Scott County and Levee District No. 3 of
M ssi ssi ppi County), County Conm ssioners, and representatives
of Rep. Jo Ann Enmerson's office in the near future to discuss
this and other issues.

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your views and w ||
be pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,



Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmi ssi on



