Dear M. Braudis:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Wst Menphis,
Arkansas, on August 20, 2002. In your statenent you di scussed
siltation problens in the Big Lake National WIdlife Refuge,
U S Fish and Wldlife Service maintenance of contro
structures, problematic renoval of stop logs at the Big Lake
(south end) control structure, and siltation and debris at an
old railroad trestle in Ditch 81.

The Conmi ssion shares your concerns about the high rate of
sedi ment deposition and its inpact on fish and wildlife habitat
in areas such as Big Lake. The report by the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service submtted to the Menphis District earlier this
year will be used in the ongoi ng exam nation of head cutting
and sedi nent deposition problens within the St. Francis Basin.
To date, 20 high-priority channel stabilization sites have been
identified on tributaries to the St. Francis River in Dunklin
and Stoddard Counties, Mssouri. Design of stabilization
measures has been initiated on five of these sites, with
construction of a site adjacent to the Oter Slough Wldlife
Managenment Area scheduled this fall.

We appreciate the commtnent of the U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service to maintain the flood control structures at Big Lake.
The Menphis District will continue to perform annual inspections
and, as always, is available for technical assistance.
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Wth regard to the problens associated with stop | og
renoval at the Big Lake (south end) control structure, Menphis
District has added rehabilitation of the structure, including
nore appropriate water level controls, to the list of
mai nt enance i ssues within the St. Francis Basin. Design of the
necessary repairs/changes will be schedul ed based on avail abl e
funding and priority of work. The Menphis District staff wll
keep you informed on this matter

As you nentioned in your presentation, the Menphis District
has plans to coordinate with the railroad representatives in
Fi scal Year 2003 regarding the railroad trestles in Ditch 81



Thank you again for your presentation. The Conm ssion
appreci ates receiving your conments and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Rley

Brigadi er General, US. Arny
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