Dear Senat or Bond:

Thank you for the statenent filed for the record of the
M ssi ssi ppi Ri ver Commi ssion public neeting in Caruthersville,
M ssouri, on April 2, 2001. In your statenent you di scussed
the St. Johns- New Madrid Fl oodway, M ssouri, project; sufficient
funding for the mai ntenance of inland ports in Mssouri;
nmonitoring of the ongoing river ferries at Ste. Genevieve and
Dorena by the Corps; and the Upper M ssissippi R ver Navigation
St udy.

On April 11, 2001, the Menphis District teamnet with
representatives fromSt. Johns Levee and Drai nage D strict,
M ssouri Departnment of Conservation, Environnental Protection
Agency Region VII, and U S. Fish and Wldlife Service to
di scuss the scope of a revised Suppl enental Environnmental | npact
Statenent (SEIS) for the St. Johns Bayou and New Madrid Fl oodway
project. The revised SEIS will include analysis of different
New Madrid | evee closure |ocations and a nore detail ed
di scussion of potential mtigation sites. Evaluation of |evee
cl osure alterna-
tives has been initiated. The revised draft SEIS is schedul ed
to be conpleted in Cctober of this year.

The Conmi ssion shares your views on the inportance of
inland ports and their economc contribution to the |oca
comunities they serve and the nation as a whole. As you are
aware, the President’s budget request for Fiscal Year 2002 does
not include funding for maintenance dredgi ng of the New Madrid
County Harbor or the Pem scot County Harbor, as well as many
others shallow- draft harbors across the nation.

The Conmi ssion agrees with you that safe and dependabl e
transportation should be provided by ferries across the river to
i nclude the Dorena and Ste. Cenevieve ferries. Unfortunately,
the Corps has no authorization to nonitor ferry operations to
ensure that such transportation is provided.



The Corps of Engineers is review ng the National Research
Council’s (NRC) March 2001 report on the Upper M ssissippi R ver
Navi gati on Study. The Secretary of the Arny requested the NRC
review. The Corps of Engineers and the newly established
Nat i onal Federal Senior Principals Task Force will consider the
NRC report in revising the Project Study Plan (PSP) that w ||
set the course to conplete this conplex System Feasibility
Study. This revised PSP is schedul ed for Corps of Engi neers
approval in June 2001. The PSP will establish a revised study
schedul e and cost estimate.

The National Federal Senior Principals Task Force was
established by the Corps of Engineers with the purpose of
provi ding national -l evel bal ance and gui dance on i nportant
econonmi ¢ and environnmental issues to assist in bringing this
study to conpletion. Menbership includes: Departnent of
Agriculture (Transportation and Marketing Prograns); Departnent
of Interior (Fish and WIldlife Service); Environnmental
Protection Agency (O fice of Wtlands, COceans and Wt er sheds);
Departnent of Transportation (Maritime Adm nistration); and
Cor ps of Engineers (Planning and Policy Division). This group
has met three tines during March and April 2001 and w ||
continue to be engaged throughout the study process. A regional
group has al so been convened fromthe staff of these agencies to
provi de nulti-agency oversight and gui dance to the study and
provide input to the Principals Task Force process. The
Regi onal I nteragency Work Group net on April 12, 2001. 1In the
future, interest groups will be invited to sel ected neetings of
the regional group to provide specific input to facilitate
di scussi on, understandi ng, and resolution of issues.

Thank you again for submttal of your comments for our
nmeeting and for your continued interest in the work of the Corps
of Engi neers. The Commi ssion appreci ates receiving your Vviews
and will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future hearings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



