Dear M. Bock:

Thank you for your statenent before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Tiptonville, Tennessee,
on August 19, 2002. In your statenent you expressed your
district’s satisfaction with the length of tine it took the
Corps of Engineers to publish the final revised Suppl enent al
Environnental |npact Statenment for the St. Johns Bayou- New
Madri d Fl oodway project. You expressed frustration with the
many del ays as a result of requests for extensions from other
agencies. You al so expressed your district’s support of the
recommended plan with your stated caveats and provided input
on how your district believes the plan should be inpl enented.

The Corps regrets that | ocal interests' concerns often
seemto be in conflict with concerns of outside interests.
However, we are conmtted to devel oping projects that sustain
t he environnment while providing econonmi c and environnent al
sol utions that support and reinforce one another.

In regard to your input on project inplenentation, the
Commi ssion and the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers are commtted
to full coordination with your district and ot her stakehol ders
t hroughout the inplenentati on process.



The Comm ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssion



