Dear Dr. Bl ack:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssion during the public nmeeting held in Menphis,
Tennessee, on August 20, 2001. In your statenment you discussed
the working relationship of various interests in the |ocal
community and the Corps of Engi neers; the hardships that
fl ooding causes in East Prairie and surroundi ng communiti es;
and the need to work together to get the truth out about the
Corps project and its benefit to citizens of the area.

The Conmission is well aware of the inpact flooding has
on the lives and |ivelihood of East Prairie and adjacent rural
comunities. W recognize the efforts of area residents and
your organization to make life better for thenselves and the
entire community. W also appreciate your input and support of
the Corps in our efforts to fornmul ate the best overall project
for the area and to conply fully with the requirenments of the
Nat i onal Environnental Policy Act.

The Conmi ssi on acknow edges your opinion that | ocal
residents and | ocal, state, and Federal organi zations and
agenci es nmust work together to fornmulate and i nplenment a fl ood
damage reduction project for the good of the people and the
natural resources of the St. Johns Bayou and New Madrid Fl oodway
area. W continue to work on ways to get the story out about
Corps projects to provide a nore bal anced and objective view
of our work.



Thank you again for your presentation. The Comm ssion
appreci ates receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



