
Dear Dr. Black: 
 
 Thank you for your presentation before the Mississippi 
River Commission during the public meeting in Tiptonville, 
Tennessee, on August 19, 2002.  In your statement you asked that 
construction on the St. Johns Bayou-New Madrid Floodway project 
begin as soon as possible.  You also expressed frustration with 
the long delays in getting to construction and the perceived 
disparity of consideration given to concerns of outside 
interests versus concerns of locals who are most impacted by 
existing problems in the area. 
 

The Memphis District has requested water quality 
certification from the state of Missouri and is currently 
assessing comments received from public coordination of the 
final revised Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.   
The District expects to receive water quality certification  
in November 2002.  Following receipt of water quality 
certification, a Record of Decision (ROD) will be submitted  
to the Mississippi River Commission.  Signing of the ROD by  
the Commission's President Designee, along with water quality 
certification, would complete the requirements for compliance 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and clear the 
way for initiation of construction of the project.  The 
Commission and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers invite your 
input and that of other stakeholders throughout the 
implementation process. 
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The Corps regrets that local interests' concerns often  
seem to be in conflict with concerns of outside interests.  
However, we are committed to developing projects that sustain 
the environment while providing economic and environmental 
solutions that support and reinforce one another. 
 

We appreciate your participation throughout the NEPA 
process.  The Corps will continue to coordinate with the  
St. Johns Levee and Drainage District and area stakeholders 
throughout the implementation process. 
 

The Commission appreciates receiving your views and will  
be pleased to hear from you at our future public meetings. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      Don T. Riley 
      Brigadier General, U.S. Army 

President Designee, Mississippi 
  River Commission 
 
  


