Dear Dr. Bl ack:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Tiptonville,
Tennessee, on August 19, 2002. In your statenent you asked that
construction on the St. Johns Bayou-New Madri d Fl oodway project
begin as soon as possible. You also expressed frustration with
the long delays in getting to construction and the perceived
disparity of consideration given to concerns of outside
interests versus concerns of |ocals who are nost inpacted by
exi sting problens in the area.

The Menphis District has requested water quality
certification fromthe state of Mssouri and is currently
assessing coments received frompublic coordination of the
final revised Suppl enental Environnental |npact Statenent.
The District expects to receive water quality certification
i n Novenber 2002. Follow ng receipt of water quality
certification, a Record of Decision (ROD) will be submtted
to the M ssissippi River Commission. Signing of the ROD by
the Conmi ssion's President Designee, along with water quality
certification, would conplete the requirenents for conpliance
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and clear the
way for initiation of construction of the project. The
Comm ssion and the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers invite your
i nput and that of other stakehol ders throughout the
i npl enment ati on process.



The Corps regrets that |local interests' concerns often
seemto be in conflict with concerns of outside interests.
However, we are conmitted to devel oping projects that sustain
the environnment while providing econom c and environnent al
sol utions that support and reinforce one another.

We appreciate your participation throughout the NEPA
process. The Corps wll continue to coordinate with the
St. Johns Levee and Drainage District and area stakehol ders
t hroughout the inplenentation process.

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your views and wl|
be pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



