Dear M. Bl ack:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Menphis,
Tennessee, on August 20, 2001. In your statenment you discussed
the U S. Department of Agriculture definition of wetlands;
existing land use in the New Madrid Fl oodway; the strong | ocal
support for the St. Johns Bayou and New Madrid Fl oodway project;
and m sconceptions of the project area and inpacts published by
extrem sts and nedia from outside the basin.

As you know, the Menphis District has devoted extensive
effort to the proper identification of the wetland inpacts
of the project. 1In the preparation of the revised draft
Suppl erent al Environnmental |npact Statenent, the District is
continuing to work on clearer, nore concise descriptions of
the inpacts of the Phase 1 project on area wetl ands.

The Conmi ssion appreci ates and acknow edges the | ocal
i nput and support of the Corps of Engineers in its efforts to
formul ate the best overall project for the area and to conply
fully with the requirenents of the National Environnmental Policy
Act. W al so appreciate your participation in our efforts to
wor k cooperatively with resource agencies in the process.

The Conmi ssion acknow edges your concern regarding the
negative publicity about the St. Johns Bayou and New Madrid
Fl oodway and the Corps fl ood damage reduction project for that
area. W continue to work on ways to get the story out about
Corps projects to provide a nore bal anced and objective view
of our work.



Thank you again for your presentation. The Comm ssion
appreci ates receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



