Dear M. Berry:

Thank you for your statement before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssi on during the public neeting in Vicksburg M ssissi ppi,
on April 4, 2001, in which you provided a progress report of
i ndustries |ocated at the G eenpointe Industrial Park and
requested that the Corps of Engineers continue nonitoring the
east bank of the river adjacent to the Greenpointe Industrial
Park to maintain a swift water docking facility. You also
voi ced your Foundation's objection to steps being taken to
nove the mat casting plant fromthe Greenville harbor area.

The purpose of the M ssissippi River Channel | nprovenment
project is to provide safe and dependabl e navi gati on and fl ood
control benefits throughout the | ower M ssissippi River. As
a part of this project, the Corps periodically surveys the
M ssi ssi ppi River channel to nonitor the novenent of sand
deposits and changes in channel alignment. This informtion
is used to ensure project purposes are being maintained.

VWil e the Corps cannot ensure that a swift water harbor area

wi ||l be maintained al ong your property, the Vicksburg District
w Il continue to nonitor the sand deposits in the area as part
of

its ongoing channel surveillance program

I n January of this year, after consideration of findings
by Managenent Analysis, Inc., the Menphis District Commander
request ed approval fromthe M ssissippi Valley Division
Commander to close the Greenville Engineer Yard (GEY), thereby
physically transferring personnel and equi pment of the
Greenvil |l e-based mat | oading unit to the Ensley Engi neer Yard
| ocated in Menphis. The Menphis District requested that this
action be taken to inprove operational efficiency and reduce
overall programcosts. The Corps mat casting field, an
unmanned facility also located in Geenville, still has a
| arge inventory of concrete mat that will be used to supply
revet nent needs for at |least the next 5 to 8 years. The
District's request to close GEY has been revi ewed by



the Division staff. However, at this tinme, the D vision has
not approved the request as we continue to evaluate the input
we have received before making a final decision. The Menphis
District staff will contact you when a decision is nmade.

The Comm ssion appreciates receiving your views and w ||
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public nmeetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



