Dear M. Bensnan:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion during the public nmeeting held in St. Louis, Mssouri
on August 15, 2003. In your statenment you (1) conmented on the
role of the U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers in managing our Nation's
wat er resources, (2) raised concerns regarding Public Law 106-554,
(3) raised concerns about navigation structures, (4) questioned the
use of the Mdtor Vessel M SSISSIPPI for holding public neetings,
(5) questioned the purpose of the sem annual inspection trips, and
(6) questioned the nanagenent of the 9-foot navigation channel

The Corps enjoys a proud heritage that began in 1775 when the
Continental Congress authorized the first Chief of Engineers to
build fortifications near Boston at Bunker Hill. This represented
the genesis of the Corps' mlitary works mission. 1In 1824, a
| andrmar k deci sion by the U S. Suprene Court pronpted Congress to
pass two | aws cenenting the role of the Federal governnment in
fundi ng and inplenmenting internal inprovenents for a young and
devel opi ng nation. The Federal governnent turned to the Corps to
carry out this public works m ssion and, since then, the Corps has
fulfilled its mlitary and civil works m ssions under the auspices
of the Legislative and Executive Branches of the governnent.

The Corps is conposed of civilian and mlitary men and wonen.
The engi neers, scientists and ot her specialists work hand in hand
as |l eaders in engineering and environnmental matters. The diverse
work force of biologists, engineers, geologists, hydrol ogists,
natural resource managers, and other professionals neets the
demands of changing tines and requirenents for serving the
U S. Arnmy and the nation.

You al so expressed concerns regarding the Corps’ inplenmen-
tation of Section 515 of the Fiscal Year 2001 Treasury and Ceneral
Governnent Appropriations Act, Public Law 106- 554, commonly
referred to as the Data Quality Act (DQA). Pursuant to the Data
Quality Act, the Ofice of Managenent and Budget (OWVB) has issued
Information quality guidelines (1Q5 that provide "policy and
procedural guidance to Federal Agencies for ensuring and maxi m zi ng
the quality, objectivity, utility, and integrity of information
di ssem nated by Federal agencies." OWB has directed that each
Federal agency issue its own information quality guidelines.



As you indicated in your public comrents, guidelines have
not been posted on our website, and your Freedom of Information
Request received a no records denial. The Corps has not
pronul gated its own guidelines, but is inplenmenting the DQA through
the 1QG issued by the Departnent of Defense. Additionally, the
Departnment of the Army has drafted procedures and prepared a
website for inplenmentation of the DQA programw thin Arny. The

Corps will inplement the Arnmy procedures when they becone final
Addi ti onal inplenentation requirenments are being reviewed by Corps
Headquarters. In the interim requests for correction or other

guestions regarding the Corps inplenmentation should be forwarded to
Headquarters, U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Corporate Infornmation
Ofice, ATTN. CECI-TR/ Ms. Genovese, 441 G Street, NW Washi ngton,
DC 20314-1000.

Regar di ng your concerns about navigation structures and the
i npacts of those structures, the authorized navigation mssion is
to provide a safe and reliable navigation channel. The Conm ssion
believes it is inportant to educate everyone on the cause/effect
relati onships that exist as a result of navigation structures. An
educated public is inportant to creating a vision for our rivers
and nati on.

In your statenment you asked why the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion (MRC) uses the Motor Vessel M SSISSIPPI for these public
meetings. Statutes and regul ations require the MRC to conduct
public neetings either on governnment boats such as the Mtor Vesse
M SSI SSI PPl during the sem annual inspection trips or at the MRC
Headquarters office in Vicksburg, M ssissippi (reference 33 U S. C
Sec. 646 and 702h and 33 C.F. R Sec. 209.50(c)). The 1879
authorizing legislation for the establishment of the MRC requires
the MRC to conduct sem annual inspection trips for the purposes of
exam ning and investigating the Mssissippi River and its

tributaries. See 33 U . S.C. Sec. 702h and 641 et. seq. The MRC
sem annual inspection trips and hearings facilitate the public’s
ability to provide necessary information that increases the
under st andi ng of the conpl ex needs and issues facing the people
living in the Mssissippi R ver Valley region

The Cor ps manages | ands associated with the 9-foot navigation
channel through the St. Louis District’s Rivers Project Ofice.
The Riverlands Area is a public day-use area that falls under the
managenent of the Rivers Project Ofice. Mninmal services are
provided to the public to neet both public health and safety



standards. Budget constraints during Fiscal Year 2003 inpacted
sone of these mniml services, specifically the nowi ng of grass.
Qur public health and safety standards were not jeopardized during

this reduction in service. It is unfortunate that you were
di spl eased with the aesthetics of the site for a period during |ast
year’'s budget cycle. W wll continue to strive to nmaintain

services to neet the public’ s needs.

The MRC appreci ates the comments nade by organi zations to help
us better understand the issues relative to the M ssissippi River
wat ershed. The MRC understands your concern about inproved access
by the river to its floodplain and i nproved access to the river for
people. It is necessary to work collaboratively to find a bal anced
approach to managi ng the watershed that neets all needs and
mai ntai ns a sustai nabl e system

The Commi ssion appreciates receiving your conments and will be
pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssi on



