Dear M. Behrhorst:

Thank you for your presentation during the public neeting
of the M ssissippi River Conm ssion held in New Ol eans,
Loui siana, on April 11, 2003. |In your statenent you reconmmended
using the mat sinking unit to provide a long-term solution for
bank erosion along the inland waterway system

We agree that erosion is a major concern to the navigation
i ndustry, as well as the individual |andowners along the
wat erways. The U.S. Arny Corps of Engi neers has been actively
eval uating potential solutions regardi ng bank erosion in the
@Qul f Intracoastal Waterway (G WN. A Ceneral Investigations
Reconnai ssance Study addressing bank erosion along the entire
portion of the GWVNI|ocated in Louisiana is nearing conpletion.
A feasibility study that would investigate the problemin nore
detail is estimated to cost $6.5 nmillion and take 3-5 years to
conplete. The study cost would be cost shared 50/50 with the
non- Federal sponsor. One of the tasks that nust be addressed
during a reconnai ssance study is the assessnent of the |evel of
i nterest and support from non-Federal entities in the identified
potential solutions and cost sharing of the feasibility phase
and construction. A letter of intent fromthe |ocal sponsor
stating the willingness to pursue the cost-shared feasibility
study described in the Project Study Plan and to share in the
costs of construction is required. Unfortunately, we have been
unable to identify a non-Federal cost-share partner for this
study. Consequently, we are unable to recommend proceeding to
the feasibility phase of the study at this tine.
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The Conmission is pleased to hear that Corps enpl oyees have
been cooperative and responsive in providing support for the new
Nat i onal M ssissippi R ver Miuseum and Aquariumin Dubuque, |owa.

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving the views of the
National Rivers Hall of Fane and will be pleased to hear from
you at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,



Don T. Riley

Brigadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Conmm ssion



