Dear Ms. Andri a:

Thank you for your remarks before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during our public neeting held on August 17, 2001,
in St. Louis, Mssouri. In your statenent you di scussed the
regul atory permt process and your perception that the Corps
shows bi as.

The Corps strives to inplenment its regulatory programto
the regulated public fairly and inpartially, while providing
protection to the aquatic environnent. The Corps' regul atory
program considers the public interest in both the protection
and use of water resources and al so considers the full range
of environmental and soci o-economc factors during permt
eval uation. The Corps solicits public coments and considers
themin their decisions. It is inportant that these comrents
be specific for appropriate consideration during the permt
eval uation process. Qher |aws, regul ations, Executive O ders,
gui dance letters, and nenoranduns of agreenents w th other
agenci es are considered during the processing of applications
for permits. The Corps' policy is to provide applicants with a
tinmely and bal anced decision that reflects the public interest
and application of pertinent |aws and regul ati ons.

The Corps will continue its efforts to neet the flood
control, navigation, and environmental needs in the M ssissipp
Vall ey. Qur success is largely attributable to a strong
partnership with local interests and groups such as yours.



Thank you again for your participation in the St. Louis
hearing. The Commi ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
| ooks forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmmi ssi on



