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Regional Flood Risk Management
Mississippi River Valley

2nd Annual Interagency Regional 
Flood/Drought Preparedness Workshop

NOAA/NWS Briefing
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NOAA/NWS Briefing

January 23, 2013

Noreen O. Schwein

Deputy Chief for Hydrologic Services

National Weather Service Central Region Headquarters

Integrated Services Division

Kansas City, Missouri

noreen.schwein@noaa.gov
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OutlineOutline

Current Precipitation, Drought, Snowpack 
and River Conditions

Near Record low stage forecast at St. Louis

Weather/Drought Outlooks
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7 day forecast precipitation (QPF)

6‐10 day and 8‐14 day Outlooks

1 and 3‐month Climate Outlooks

Drought Outlook
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2012 (CY) Precipitation
Observed/Departure from Normal
2012 (CY) Precipitation
Observed/Departure from Normal
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Last 90 Days Precipitation
Observed/Departure from Normal

Last 90 Days Precipitation
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Soil Moisture ConditionsSoil Moisture Conditions
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Drought ConditionsDrought Conditions
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Mississippi River  Valley
Existing Snowpack
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River ConditionsRiver Conditions
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Precipitation Forecast
Jan 23‐30

Precipitation Forecast
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River Forecasts Jan 22‐Feb 5
Upper Mississippi Basin

River Forecasts Jan 22‐Feb 5
Upper Mississippi Basin
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River Forecasts Jan 22‐Feb 5
Lower Mississippi and Ohio Basins
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River Forecast

River Forecast for St. Louis
Jan 17 – Feb 19

River Forecast for St. Louis
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• Forecast to fall to ‐6.1 ft Feb 19; Record Low is ‐6/2 ft set 1/16/1940
• Only includes forecast precipitation for the next 24 hours.
• Forecast fall is partially the result of cold temperatures forecast in the 

upper Mississippi River basin over the next 2 weeks.

River Forecast
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6‐10 Day Outlook
Jan 27‐31
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8‐14 Day Outlook
Jan 29 – Feb 4
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OneOne‐‐Month OutlookMonth Outlook
FebruaryFebruary
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ThreeThree‐‐Month Month OutlookOutlook
FebruaryFebruary‐‐MarchMarch‐‐AprilApril
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Drought Outlook
Jan 17 – Apr 30
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Spring River OutlooksSpring River Outlooks
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Percent Chance of Minor 
Flooding from January 1, 2013 to 
April 1, 2013 

Percent of normal flow 
for March 2013

A more consistent, national product should be available in 
February.
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Questions?Questions?
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