


sites, now totaling 5 terminals. Since the beginning of shipping on the Kaskaskia River we have 

shipped over 67.7 million tons. The Port is even bigger in that it includes the 71 miles of the 

Mississippi River and as the Corps' Statistics Center reports that the Kaskaskia Regional Port 

District, as a whole, shipped 6.2 million tons last year. That places the Kaskaskia Regional Port 

District the 72nd largest Port District in the country and gth largest Inland Port! 

Since the heady days of the 1970's when appropriations were adequate for operation and 

maintenance to today where budgets are woefully inadequate we now are staiting to see the 

impacts of deferred and delayed maintenance. The annual appropriation does not cover the 

needs for the operations and maintenance of this navigation system. The only way we have been 

able to survive is to pray for a disaster. In the past when a disaster occurs additional funds are 

found to "fix" the items that needed to be addressed with routine maintenance but often now at a 

higher cost. 

The Jerry F. Costello Lock and Dam is now 42 years old. By Corps policy the lock and dam is 

to be dewatered and inspected every ten years. The Lock and Dam has NEVER, let me repeat 

NEVER, been dewatered and inspected! Lack of resources for even basic routine, REQUIRED, 

operations are not being performed. For the first time the Lock and Dam received an 

appropriation this fiscal year for the dewatering and inspection to occur. This plan went awry 

when one of the largest floods of record occurred over the New Year's Holiday. This money is 

now being shifted for the purpose to dredge the navigation channel to insure that cargo can move 

through the lock and dam into the Mississippi River. Once again the dewatering and inspection 

will be delayed. I understand it may take another two years before it may be reprogrammed. 
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