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Topic: Making the Case for Watenvay Modernization Goes Beyond Waterways 

We have amassed almost $20 trillion in national debt. We have a sluggish economy, stagnate 
wages, and a growing list of unfunded social mandates. Many Americans are frustrated; 
thinking institutions and key actors that could otherwise make a difference simply are not 
listening or do not understand what needs to be done. 

Modernizing our U.S. Waterways has not successfully garnered Main Street's attention; nor 
has the issue forged the political will on Capitol Hill to win requested funding. Politicians 
authorize improvements, but get bogged down in their efforts to actually fund improvements 
they have authorized. Meanwhile bureaucrats are left to pursue major maintenance in a piece 
meal, stop and start, fix it when it completely fails crisis management fashion. This "fix as it 
fails" strategy is well on its way to leaving U.S. waterborne transportation as a weak link in 
our commodities supply chain, an uncertain and unreliable mode for moving large amounts 
of commodities with competitive efficiency. It is time to make the case for waterway 
modernization that will resonate with the American people, not just waterway lobbyists and 
users. 

The popular argument for modernizing our inland waterways cannot be because the locks are 
old and need to be replaced, or because the continued navigability of our waterways are 
central to U.S. farm interests in feeding the world, or because of speculative claims linked to 
the expansion of the Panama Canal forecasting an uptick in interior movement of freight, or 
that tinkering with the existing system of locks and dams will also drive a requisite amount of 
mitigative environmental spending for wildlife habitat and local recreation interests. 

The only real case for updating the locks is dependent on how effectively waterway 
modernization can be linked back to a larger planned-for effort to muster regional economic 
recovery. The American people need to see and count on a larger legitimate effort to bring 
back jobs, wages, the economy, and the well being of the communities where they live. They 
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