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One Common Barge Tow
Carries the Load of Hundreds
of Rail Cars or Semi-Trucks

A Costly Scenario:
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If waterborne cargo were diverted to highways or rail

Diverting waterborne cargo to the nation’s Interstates
would cause heavy truck traffic to nearly double. Or, if the

current waterway freight traffic were diverted to rail, the

tonnage on the nation’s railroad system would increase by
nearly 25%, with the heaviest burden being placed on the
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Eastern U.S. railroads, which are already operating at near
o highways: Two inches of asphalt would be needed to

capacity.
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intercity Interstate. The effects would be greater for

highways parallel to the waterways.
generating plants adjacent to the Ohio River System, CSX

railroad would need 156 new locomotives and 5,616 new
coal cars. The system’s average train velocity would drop

by one-third.

increase the pavement thickness of 126,000 lane-miles of

o rail: To transport coal used in more than 50 electric
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Drought of 2012

Great Flood of 2011
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ROSEQSLE-BOLIVAR COUNTY FORT C
PORT OF ROSEDALE MASTER PLAN
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