


not fully address how the plan could be implemented, or how to compensate those that may agree to take 
water. We are very supportive of Section 4010 of the upcoming WRDA bill to re-start the Comprehensive 
Plan and find a way forward to have a plan in the upper five states, similar to the lower five states 
successful MR& T. We desire this plan to address flood control needs, and also coordinate closely with 
navigation and environmental needs of our Upper Valley. We need to treat the Mississippi as one river 
with similar levels of protection in both the upper and lower sections. 

We hope the Levee Stakeholder Summit provides the springboard to kick start the Comprehensive Plan. 
We have invited all the political subdivisions of their respective states which deal directly with flood control 
to attend. Over 140 levees and Cities have been invited, and many personal calls have been made to 
encourage attendance. We want you to hear directly from the stake holders who deal with flooding 
issues in the Upper Valley. We hope this Summit can start a productive dialog on how best to structure 
any additional alternatives that may better allow implementation as soon as possible. We have asked 
each stakeholder to list their desired level of protection, how they feel they can finance improvements, 
what incentives would be required to store water that exceed the stakeholders level of protection, and if 
they want to be more directly involved in the planning process. 

Long term, a watershed approach to reduce discharge rates, as well as improve water quality in the upper 
tributaries would be beneficial. We strongly support the efforts of the State of Iowa in its encouragement 
of small private ponds and lakes and improving water quality; we would like to see this same effort in the 
other Upper States. However, we don't want a watershed approach to delay the implementation of the 
Comprehensive Plan. We cannot be stuck in a non-systemic 1950s piecemeal level of protection for 
another 25 years while waiting for a watershed plan. The Risk Informed Decision Framework (RIDF), 
developed after Katrina, clearly showed increased protection is necessary, and necessary now, for the 
economic health and safety of the Upper Valley. 

In summary, we look forward to the Levee Stakeholder Summit and the re-start of the Comprehensive 
Plan. We look forward to working with the Corps and stakeholders in implementing the plan as quickly as 
possible to help us prevent another disaster. 

Thank you, and Best Regards, 

Michael D. Klingner, P.E 

616 North 241h Street 

Quincy, Illinois 62301 






