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INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is the nation’s largest
provider of outdoor recreation, operating more than 2,500
recreation areas at 463 projects (mostly lakes) and leasing an
additional 1,800 sites to state or local park and recreation
authorities or private interests (Corps-wide).

Corps-wide, the Corps hosts about 360 million visits a year at its
lakes, beaches and other areas, and estimates that 25 million
Americans (one in ten) visit a Corps project at least once a year.
Supporting visitors to these recreation areas generates 600,000
jobs.

The Corps’ natural
resources manage-
ment mission is to
manage and
conserve those
natural resources,
consistent with
ecosystem
management
principles, while
providing quality
public outdoor recreation
experiences to serve the needs
of present and future generations.

Our rangers and park staff are
our stewards and serve and
support our visitors and the nation.

Since the vast majority of our
recreation areas are located next
to water, the Corps, in partnership
with other agencies, is active in
the National Water Safety
Program. Visit the following site
for materials to teach and promote
water safety at home or in the
classroom, and for links to other
water safety sites:
http://watersafety.usace.army.mil/




BUSINESS FUNCTIONS AND CUSTOMERS

 Flood risk management: adjacent and

» downstream land owners.

» Water supply: cities and rural water districts.

» Hydropower: Southwestern Power
Administration.

» Recreation: boaters, fishermen, water skiers,
hikers, cyclists, equestrians, swimmers,
campers, hunters, naturalists, picnickers,
sightseers, etc.

* Environmental stewardship: present and future
generations.

» Navigation: commercial towing and recreational
boaters.

CHALLENGES

1. Park modernization
* Flood resistant designs
* Lease parks for increased service
* Increasing demands and flat line resources
* Modern equipment — 50 amp service, water & sewer
hook-ups, etc.

2. Ranger safety
» Cooperative agreements
for increased law
enforcement services
* Pepper spray & personal
protection training

3. Aging infrastructure
« Utility systems
* Site amenities
* Roads
* Buildings

Old, rusted &
deteriorating
sewage treatment
plants.

Parts are
obsolete.




MISSISSIPPI VALLEY DIVISION ASSETS

* 2 million acres (land and water)

» 444 recreation areas

* 9,526 camp sites

» 33 lakes

» 14 visitor centers

» 273 boat ramps

* 6,074 miles of lake shoreline

1,360 shoreline management permits
* 92 concessionaires

* $3 billion cumulative value to local economies
» 54.3 million visitors each year

» $3.3 million value of volunteer labor
* $6.6 million user fees

DISTRICT ASSETS

St. Paul District
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/recreation/

513,443 acres

14 lakes & 13 navigation pools
51 recreation areas

2 visitor centers

734 camp sites

21 boat ramps

10 beaches

133 picnic sites

33,000 volunteer hours
10,300,000 visits

Rock Island District
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Recreation/

* 124,300 acres
* 4 lakes and 12 navigation pools
» 85 recreation areas

2 visitor centers

» 2,200 camp sites

» 38 boat ramps

» 8 beaches

* 188 picnic sites

» 40,660 volunteer hours
» 16,200,000 visits



St.

http://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Recreation/

357,963 acres

Louis District

53,000 volunteer hours

5 lakes & 5 navigation pools
145 recreation areas
6 visitor centers
3,117 camp sites

97 boat ramps

17 beaches

403 picnic sites
17,900,000 visits

Vicksburg District
http://mww.mvk.usace.army.mil/index.php?pID=3

Recreation Activities:
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969,364 acres
10 lakes and 9 navigation pools
152 recreation areas

4 visitor centers

3,455 camp sites

114 boat ramps

43 beaches

2,106 picnic sites
49,777 volunteer hours
9,500,000 visits

85,000 acres
11 recreation areas
375,000 visits

Hunting

Fishing

Boating

ATV riding
Biking

Camping

Birding

Hiking

Canoeing

Flying model planes
Horseback riding
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