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INTRODUCTION

Environmental sustainability and holistic watershed
approaches are integral to the ecosystem restoration
mission and overall project and program environmental
approach of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This is
apparent via several aspects of our guidance and
actions. In 2002, the Chief of Engineers issued the
Environmental Operating Principles, which are seven
principles that reaffirm the Corp’s commitment to the
environment and ensure incorporation of environmental
considerations in all design and decision-making efforts.

In 2003, the National Ecosystem Restoration Planning
Center of Expertise was established at Mississippi
Valley Division. The center provides services including
technical review, training, modeling, and research and
development support to the nation related to ecosystem
restoration. In 2010, MVD held the first America’s Inner
Coast Summit, a Mississippi River watershed effort,
aimed at a multi-partner need for a shared vision and
a long-term plan to protect the resources of the river, its
watershed, and the saltwater habitat into which it flows.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER WATERSHED
Hypoxia Task Force

Lead by the Environmental Protection Agency, also
includes the Corps, along with other federal agencies,
Indian Tribes and Mississippi River drainage basin
states. The task force is developing strategies to reduce
the frequency, duration and size of a zone of oxygen
depletion (hypoxia) in the northern Gulf of Mexico. An
issue caused by the overabundance of nutrients in the
water that results in a loss of aquatic habitat that
displaces, weakens or kills organisms. The Gulf
Hypoxia Action plan will be updated annually. The link to the website is:
http://water.epa.gov/type/watersheds/named/msbasin/index.cfm

Midwest Natural Resources Group

A forum of 14 Federal agency regional senior executives established to stimulate collaboration on
challenging natural resource issues in the upper Mississippi River drainage basin. This dynamic
partnership emphasizes proactive communication in searching for new ways to support sustainability of
the environment.



UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER

» Endangered Mussel Species Conservation

The zebra mussel, a non-native invasive species, currently poses the
largest threat to native mussels in the Upper Mississippi River. Since 2000,
the St. Paul and Rock Island districts have led an interagency effort to re-
establish populations of the endangered Higgins eye pearly mussel and the
winged mapleleaf mussel in the Upper Mississippi River system in areas
where zebra mussels will not be a threat.

* Environmental Management Program

Recognized as the most important effort to date to restore the vitality of
the Upper Mississippi River’'s diverse and significant fish and wildlife
resources. On September 29, 2011, in a celebration that included the
ASA(CW) Darcy, the program celebrated its
25th anniversary, restoring 100,000 acres of
aguatic and floodplain habitat through
completion of 54 projects. Additional projects
are underway and will result in an additional
80,000 acres of restored habitat.

* National Great Rivers Museum and
Public Lands Management

Each year millions of people travel to the
Mississippi River to learn about its history and
its impact on our nation. The National Great
Rivers Museum at Melvin Price Locks and
Dam in Alton, IL is dedicated to telling the story of the Mississippi River... from her grand history and
cultural significance, to her ecological importance and role as a transportation corridor. The Corps
manages over 193,000 acres of public lands on the UMRS for environmental stewardship and
recreation purposes in partnership with the USFWS and state natural resource agencies. Many of
these lands, which are forested, provide valuable habitat to migrating and resident wildlife and are
managed to sustain their ecological function and integrity. The UMRS Environmental Stewardship
Team works together to provide systemic goals and practices that include; forest resources inventory,
systemic forest management plans, long-term monitoring of forest resources and wildlife, coordination
with partners and adaptive management tools.

* The lllinois River Basin Restoration Program ’
encompasses the entire lllinois River watershed within :
the State of lllinois, a nationally significant ecosystem. K

The primary purpose of the Section 519 is the develop-
ment of a comprehensive plan for the restoration of the
lllinois River Basin which was completed in 2007. It also
directs the evaluation and construction of critical restora-
tion projects within the basin; 16 projects Have been
identified to date. Two projects have been constructed
and two have completed feasibility and design and are
ready for construction. Finally, four projects are nearing
completion of feasibility in 2012-2013.
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LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER

* Louisiana Coastal Area Study

A comprehensive watershed look at
sustainable wetland restoration and creation
projects covering approximately 30,000
square miles in 20 Louisiana coastal
parishes. The Corps and state of Louisiana
developed short-term and long-term plans
for restoration projects targeting critical areas
of Louisiana’s rapidly disappearing coastal
wetlands. Detailed planning is underway for
several of the near-term projects.

* Lower Miss. River Resource Assessment
This study will identify gaps in existing information needed for river-related management and assess
habitat needs, river-related recreation and access. The study area begins at near Cairo, Ill., and
extends to the Gulf of Mexico in Louisiana. It includes tributaries having commercial navigation on the

» Coastal Wetlands Planning
Protection and Restoration Act (La.)

In 2007, the Alligator Bend Marsh
Restoration and Shoreline Protection
project and the Southwest Louisiana Gulf
Shoreline Nourishment and Protection
project were selected by the CWPPRA
Task Force for Phase 1 funding (primarily
engineering and design development).
During the October 2007 CWPPRA Task
Force meeting, four construction projects
and two demonstration projects were
selected and approved for funding. As of
February 2008, the CWPPRA
construction program has: 145 active
construction projects, 26 deauthorized
projects, and four program components
with non-constructive elements applicable
to the entire CWPPRA program.

* Muscadine Mitigation Complex
Area containing approximately 2,700
acres. Initial acquisition began in 1999.
Through a license, the project is being
primarily managed as a moist soil habitat
unit by the Mississippi Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks to
compensate for impacts in the Upper
Yazoo Project Area. The area is open for
public use and has also been extensively
used as a resting and feeding area for
waterfowl and other migratory birds.



Mississippi River mainstem and the
Atchafalaya Basin. The Reconnaissance
Report was approved March 5, 2010. The
next phase of the study is the
comprehensive watershed study. The
Nature Conservancy is leading a diverse
group of stakeholders that includes the
affected states and several non-
governmental organizations to act as the
non-federal cost-share sponsor for the
watershed study. The overall goal of the
study team is to identify ways to improve
river access, ecosystem functions and
sustainable management of the lower
Mississippi River without adversely
impacting existing uses.
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* Lower Mississippi River Museum and Riverfront Interpretive Center

Open to the public in September 2012, the center was constructed by the Corps’ Vicksburg District in
downtown Vicksburg, Miss. The museum’s focus is on the Mississippi River and its influence on the
people, culture and natural environment around the Vicksburg area. The museum will move and
preserve a portion of the original Mississippi River Basin Model, built at Camp Clinton during WW II.

October 2012
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