Mr. J. Lawrence Barnett

Larry Barnett is the Division Counsel for the Mississippi Valley Division and the Chief Legal Officer for the Mississippi River Commission (MVD/MRC), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  He has held this position since February 2004.

Mr. Barnett earned  B.A. and J.D. degrees from Memphis State University.  In addition, he earned a Master of Laws Environmental Law degree from The George Washington University. 

Prior to coming to MVD, Mr. Barnett was District Counsel for the Rock Island District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  While there, he also served a detail as Acting Deputy Commander.

Following private practice in Memphis with the firm of Waldauer and Lowrance, Mr. Barnett began his federal career in 1975 with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers St. Louis District.  His professional career also includes eighteen years as Assistant Division Counsel for the Mississippi Valley Division/ Mississippi River Commission and assignment to the Litigation Division of the Office of the Chief Counsel in Corps Headquarters in Washington D.C.

He was the recipient of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Graduate Fellowship in Water Resources and Environmental Law.  In 2006 he was honored as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Attorney of the Year and he is a two-time recipient of the E. Manning Seltzer Award for Special Contributions to Legal Services.  

Additional awards received during his career include the Mississippi Valley Division Professional Employee of the Year, the Mississippi Valley Division Commander's Award for Civilian Service, and the Rock Island District Commander’s Award for Civilian Service.

Mr. Barnett has served as a facilitator for the Department of Defense Executive Leadership Development Program.  He has also served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Vicksburg Community Concert Series, the Board of Directors of kennel clubs in Mississippi and Iowa, the St. Louis Cosmopolitan Chorus and the Vicksburg Theatre Guild where he performed on stage in a variety of productions.  He has further been an active member of and held leadership positions in various churches in the Mississippi Valley.  

Mr. Barnett is a native of Memphis, TN and is a member of the Tennessee Bar.  
