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Colonel Albert M. Bleakley Jr.
Deputy Commander, Mississippi Valley Division
Colonel Albert M. Bleakley assumed his duties as Deputy Commander of the Mississippi Valley Division (MVD) and Secretary of the Mississippi River Commission (MRC) on July 11, 2005.  Colonel Bleakley came to the Division from Kuwait where he was the Arabian Gulf Regional Engineer.  
The Mississippi Valley Division is responsible for Corps of Engineers water resources programs in a 370,000-square-mile area in portions of 12 states from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico.  Its subordinate districts are headquartered in St. Paul, Minn.; Rock Island, Ill.; St. Louis, Mo.; Memphis, Tenn.; Vicksburg, Miss.; and New Orleans, La.  The Presidentially appointed Mississippi River Commission is responsible for the comprehensive Mississippi River and Tributaries flood control and navigation project and engineering work on the Mississippi River and its tributaries from Lake Itasca, Minn., to the Head of Passes in Louisiana.
Prior to this assignment, Colonel Bleakley was the Arabian Gulf Regional Engineer responsible for Corps of Engineers support to US Central Command components in Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, and Saudi Arabia from 2002 to 2005.  The regional program included approximately $950M in US and host nation funded military construction and Foreign Military Sales support. 
His other previous assignments include: Executive Director of the DOD Joint Program Office for the environmental superfund cleanup of the Massachusetts Military Reservation; Instructor, Department of Civil Engineering, West Point; Deputy Commander, Corps of Engineers Europe District, Wiesbaden, Germany; Facilities Engineer for Army forces deployed in Croatia and Bosnia during Operations Joint Endeavor and Joint Guard; Chief Engineer Advisor to the Saudi Arabian National Guard, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; Project Engineer, San Antonio Area Office, Fort Worth District; Construction Officer for the 36th Engineer Group during Operation Restore Hope in Somalia; Project Officer, Dhahran Saudi Arabia Area Office during Desert Storm; Commander, 58th Engineer Company, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Bad Hersfeld, Germany; Commander, C Company, 54th Engineer Battalion, Wildflecken, Germany; Platoon Leader and staff officer, 307th Engineer Battalion, Fort Bragg, North Carolina.
Colonel Bleakley graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York, in 1979 with a bachelor’s degree with dual concentrations in engineering mechanics and literature and was commissioned into the Corps of Engineers. He later attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology on a National Science Foundation Fellowship, earning his master’s degree in civil engineering. He is a graduate of the Army Command and General Staff College, and he is a registered professional engineer in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
His awards and decorations include two awards of the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, eight awards of the Meritorious Service Medal, three awards of the Army Commendation Medal, four awards of the Army Achievement Medal, the Ranger Tab, and the Master Parachutist Badge.
                                                                                                                                           July 2005
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